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CONTEXT
ÅIs there a limit to growth?

ÅWhat is liveability?

ÅTo what extent do current zoning provisions allow 
growth and facilitate liveability?

ÅHow can policy change support growth and enable 
more liveable built environments?



89% URBANISED
ABS, 2017



ÅPopulation growth in Australia is happening.

ÅAn era of New Urbanism:
ÅPutting people first, improving social capital and 

equity.

ÅSustainable Development.

ÅWeëre planning for two phenomena:
1. Urban Growth æthe inevitable, easily quantified.

2. Urban Liveability æthe subjective, the intangible.

GROWTH & LIVEABILITY:
THE CHALLENGE



GROWTH: Urban Infill v. Greenfield
Study of Greater Adelaide (2013).

ÅCosts to State government:
ÅUrban infill: $15 -45m per 1,000 dwellings
ÅGreenfield: $62 -89m per 1,000 dwellings

Å20,000 net dwellings can be 
redirected from greenfield to infill 
locations over the next 30 years.

ÅCreates about 250% more building 
industry jobs than greenfield 
development.

ÅCan reduce household running costs 
by up to $200,000 over 20 years.



30 Year Plan for Greater Adelaide, 2016



LIVEABILITY
ÅItës the ultimate underpinning of what we do.

ÅA measure of a cityës residentsë quality of life .

ÅThe majority of liveability indicators are vague and 
require further development (Giles -Corti 2014).


